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...........-...
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C Docket No. 98-26
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Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to Implement Section
706 of the 1996 Telecommunications Act
CC Docket No. 98-15
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Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf of e.spire Communications, Inc. ("e.spire"), please take notice that on
Thursday, June 18, 1998, Jack Reich of e.spire, Riley Murphy of e.spire, and Brad
Mutschelknaus of Kelly Drye & Warren LLP, met with Chairman Kennard, Commissioner
Furchtgott-Roth, Tom Power, Paul Misener and Kyle Dixon, to discuss e.spire's support for the
above-captioned Petition of the Association for Local Telecommunications Services.

The discussion covered various items on the attached chart which was distributed at the
meeting. Specifically, the conversation focused on the following points:

(1) e.spire's difficulties in securing Section 2S 1(c) interconnection with the
RBOCs for frame relay services;

(2) e.spire's difficulties in securing adequate collocation with some RBOCs
and the need for the Commission to tighten its collocation rules;

(3) the need for the Commission to clarify and further define ILEC
unbundling obligations with respect to xDSL loops, loop electronics and
ass;

(4) pricing alternatives for loops with electronics and for making loops ready
for electronics;

(5) unbundling and interconnection options in a DLC environment; and

(6) the proposal that ILECs be permitted to establish lightly regulated data
affiliates.

The attached presentation materials were provided to each attendee of these meetings.

ncoIIMUTSBf56498.1



KELLEY DRYE & WARREN LLP

Magalie R. Salas, Secretary
June 19, 1998
Page Three

Because e.spire's ex parte presentation may effect the merits and outcome of each of the
above-referenced dockets, pursuant to Section 1.1206(b)(1) of the Commission's rules, e.spire
submits an original and two (2) copies of this ex parte notification for inclusion in the record of
each of those proceedings.

Brad E. Mutschelknaus

cc: Chairman Kennard (w/o enclosure)
Commissioner Furchtgott-Roth (w/o enclosure)
Tom Power (w/o enclosure)
Paul Misener (w/o enclosure)
Kyle Dixon (w/o enclosure

DCO lIMUTSB/S6498.1
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Service Levels

e.spire ATM service levis let YlU subscllh' 10 exactly the guaranteed level of service that you need to meet
specific performance r '!Ids. And, with e.sphe ATM, your service levels are incrementally scalable to
accommodate the cha:rilng denands of yc network throughput requirements.

We've engineered our '",rvice IEwels in ter' of Port Speed, to accommodate peak loads, and Sustained Cell
Rate (SCR), to addresslDrmal activity. In chart below, Port Speed identifies the speed of your connection
to the ACSI network, ind the maximum SpetHj at which the traffic may be "burst" through the e.spire data
network. e.spire is the quaranteed transm'!,ilon rate - the speed at which you are able to transmit data, at
any given moment. As Ii subscriber, transnllssion at the SCR is always ensured, and depending upon
network capacity at the time of transmission, your data may be transmitted at a higher speed, up to the level
of the port speed assoc:,ated with your guaranteed SCR, without any additional charges.

The e.spire ATM service is offered at incremlental Variable-Bit-Rate (VBR) and Constant-Bit-Rate (CBR) port
speeds and Sustained (:ell Rates (SCR) per Permanent Virtual Circuit (PVC), including:

e.spire Variable-Sit-Rate (VSR} ATM Service Levels

Port Speeds

2 Mbps

4 Mbps

6 Mbps

8 Mbps

10 Mbps

15 Mbps

20 Mbps

30 Mbps

45 Mbps

SCR per PVC

.5 Mbps

1 Mbps

1.5 Mbps

2 Mbps

2.5 Mbps

4 Mbps

5 Mbps

8 Mbps

12 Mbps
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Sample e.spire ATM Configuration

Service Example Description: In this example. ATM provides an integrated transport service, using ATM PVCs, to connect
sites from three geographically-dispersed locations By supporting Token Ring and Ethernet LAN protocols, as well as
legacy network connectivity, e.spire ATM provides the quality of service necessary for voice and video conferencing
(delay-sensitive applications) as well as PC-to-PC and PC-to-remote server information transfer (less delay-sensitive).

Highlights Benefits

Network Access:
DS3 Port Access; access speeds from
2Mbps to 45Mbps.

Incrementally scalable high-speed transport for media-rich,
data intensive, or delay-sensitive applications.

Protocol Transparency:
Support for multiple technologies (TOM, Frame
Relay, IP, Ethernet, Token ring, JPEG, MPEG-2l
and applications.

Service Options:
Variable Bit Rate (VBRl and Constant Bit Rate
(CBRl quality of service options.

LAN interconnectivity and integration with
legacy networks.

Delivers appropriate quality-of-service for delay sensitive
applications, such as real-time video conferencing, and
data sensitive applications, such as file transfers.

Network Monitoring:
24 by 7 monitoring to the service
demarcation point.

Ensures continual service integrity.

For more information on e.spire ATM, or any of our other voice, data or Internet services, contact e.spire
at 1-888-6espire.
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Service Levels

Our service is engineel ·d for high-speed (j,lta transmission across e.spire's fully redundant ATM

network, which is mOil :ored 24 hours a (la',i, 7 days a week, to the point of service demarcation. You
benefit from continual !iervice delivery because, in the event of network failure. we automatically
reroute traffic.

With s.spirs Frame Re,'ay, you connect With the speed and service level that is right for your business,
and right for your budget. When you subscribe to the level of service you need to meet normal and
peak traffic loads, e.spire guarantees bandwidth availability and sustained throughput levels at the

Committed Informatior' Rate (CIR). And, when additional network capacity is available, your traffic
"bursts" above the CIR up to the maximum port speed, for even better performance.

Connectivity Options

With our service, you need only one physical connection per site. This connection, or local loop,
connects your customer premise equipment (CPEl such as a router, CSU/DSU, or FRAD, to the s.spire
Frame Relay node. We establish multiple Permanent Virtual Circuits (PVCs) to provide additional logical
connections between ports,
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The CIR is the guaranteed transmiSSion capacity. Committed information Rate (CIR) increments include:

o kbps

32 kbps

56/64 kbps

128 kbps

256 kbps

384 kbps

512kbps

768 kbps

1024 kbps

This diagram depicts a five-site frame relay network. The headquarters site, in Las Vegas, connects to the
e.spire Frame Relay service at 1.54 Mbps. It is connected to New Orleans, Ft. Worth Site 1, and Baltimore
via Permanent Virtual Circuits (PVCs) While the two Fort Worth sites must communicate with one
another, only Fort Worth Site 1 needs to communicate with headquarters. Legacy Ethernet and Token Ring
LANs are connected to headquarters utilizing existing customer premise equipment (CPE).

For more information on e.spire Frame Relay, or any of our other voice, data or Internet services, contact

e.spire at 1-888-6espire.
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Network

At e.spire, we've engineered one of the Inc! i y's most extensive high-speed Internets, with a T3 backbone
reaching over 40 POPs, nationWide. Design" "X maximum throughput, availability and reliability, it is a fully
redundant, meshed T3 network Diversely 'Old backbone T3s are interconnected at the physicaflayer via
sophisticated SWitching technology The underlYing transport medium is ATM, allowing for flexibility in both
proactive capacity managemem, and dynan'I' Ie-routing in the event of a failure.

As a Tier 1 Internet Provider. we know that nterconnections to the global Internet are an essential aspect of the
engineering of our network. As such, we heve established several public and private peering relationships to
ensure robust connectivity to all Internet destinations. We currently exchange traffic with major Internet service
providers at MAE-East, MAE-West, Chicago 'oJAP and Sprint NAP.

Acce•• Service.

e.spire offers access to the Internet through frame relay, dedicated lines or ATM, so you can take advantage of
connectivity at the speed and price that's right for you. Access to the Internet is made available through both
leased-line and collocation services.

Speed Network Access

64kbps
128kbps
256kbps
384kbps
512kbps
1.5Mbps (T1)
1.5Mbps (T1)
4Mbps
6Mbps
10Mbps
15Mbps
45Mbps

Frame Relay
Frame Relay
Frame Relay
Frame Relay
Frame Relay
Frame Relay
Dedicated
ATM
ATM
ATM
ATM
ATM
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Collocation Services

Collocation services are for customers requiring the collocation of CPE in an e.spire POP facility. You may choose to collocate
your web or enterprise servers, access-nodes Idial up Internet Access), or other specialized equipment. With this service, you
benefit from your own dedicated equipment, while taking advantage of the redundancy, security, and power backups
engineered into our fault-tolerant telco facilities. Collocation also provides an opportunity to avoid costly telco leased-line
charges.

Service Components

The following components are included with both leased-line and collocation service:

Installation Support - We will provide initial installation support to ensure the smooth implementation of your service, From
ordering the telco circuit, to staging and deploying your ePE, and finally the turn up of your service, you'll have the support
and expertise of e.spire's trained professionals.

Secondary Domain Name Service - Domain Name Servers are necessary to advertise your domain to the global Internet. A
secondary DNS server acts as a backup to the primary DNS server the records are stored on. As part of your standard service,
e.spire provides secondary DNS support.

IP Addresses - An IP address identifies a machine on the Internet. e.spire provides you with sufficient non-portable IP
address space for the numbering of your network.

On-going Management - e.spire will provide 24 x 7 network management of your connection to the service demarcation
point.

Service Options

Primary Domain Name Service includes the administration and hosting of your domain's host records. Customers may choose
to provide this service on their own, or outsource it to e.spire.

News is a means by which Internet users around the world can read and post comments on over 20,000 different topics.
e.spire Internet Access customers can choose to receive a full Usenet newsfeed to a server on their site.

Customer Premise Equipment (CPE) is the equipment necessary to terminate a dedicated Internet Access connection. For the
convenience of our customers, e.spire offers both rental and purchase options for ePE.

For more information on e.spire Internet Access, or any of our other voice, data or Internet services, contact e.spire

at 1-888-6espire.
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At e.spire, we've engineerf'C
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I Jill'le Relay network, interconnecting over 300 points of
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ipauty llanagement and dynamiC rerouting in the event of a failure.

With e.spire Managed Frame Relay. bandwidth aval!abd'tv and sustained throughput are guaranteed. Since the services
offer a variety of port speeds With multiple connections to sites Within your network, they deliver the flexibility
businesses need to implement or Integrate poinHopoJn1, star, or fully meshed networks.

Customize e.spire service with Frame Relay Select or take advantage of Frame Relay Premier for a complete
"internetworking" solution. Features below highlight offerings for both levels of service.

Spaeds ranging from 56Kbps to , .5Mbps

Committed Information Rates (CIR) ranging from OKbps to 1.024Mbps

ACSI providad Customer Premisa Equipmant (CPEI

Engineer-guided CPE Tale-Installation assistance
On-going configuration management of CPE

In-band and out-of-band CPE monitoring

Implamenlation and testing of talco circuits, frama ralay ports and virtual circuits

24 x 1 proactiva sarvice monitoring, including CPE

Periodic network performance and clIpacity planning reviews

Trouble ticket and fault isolation procadures initiatad and managad to resolution

On-line, wab-basad reports including implemantation status, natwork availability,
network utilization and trouble ticket summaries

ePE maintenance

On-sita CPE instaltation

Select Premier
eo eo
e· ••

optional .0
e· ••
eo ••.0 .0
. 0 •••0 ••
•• ••
e· ••.0 .0
n'a .0

optional optional

The e.spire team is firmly committed to supporting our customers' "internetworking" needs as their environments evolve.
Additional comprehensive managed services are available for establishing and maintaining global Internet access and
secure Internet/Intranet connectivity. e.spire leverages communications technologies and services so customers can focus
on their core business competencies.

For more information on e.spire Managed Frame Relay, or any of our other voice, data or Internet services, contact

e.spire at 1-888-6espire.
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"vL,',;t'y's extensive high-speed Internet networks over a coast-to-coast
TfCs'led T3 ',elwork, designed for maximun' throughput, availability and

Toactlve 'Wacitv management and dynamic re-routing in the event of a

At e.spire, we've engineered
ATM backbone. It is a fully redundant
reliability. This allows for fleXibill'y ".
failure.

To ensure connectivity to the global Inte1ne1, we have established several public and private peering relationships. We
currently exchange traffic with major Intemet Service Providers at MAE-East, MAE-West, the Chicago NAP and the
Sprint NAP.

Customize e.spire service with Internet Access Select or take advantage of Internet Access Premier for a complete
"internetworking" solution. Features below highlight offerings for both levels of service.

Speeds ranging Irom 56Kbps to 45Mbps
ACSI-provided Customer Premise Equipment (CPEI

Engineer-guided CPE Tele-Instanetion essistenc8

On-going conliguretion menegement 01 CPE
In-bend and out-ol-band CPE monitoring

Implementation and testing 01 telco circuits

24 x 1 proactive service monitoring. including CPE

Periodic capacity planning

Trouble ticket end lault isolation procad"res initiated and manoged to resolution

On-lino, wob-bosed reports including implementation stotus. network availobility,
network utilization and trouble ticket summaries

CPE mointononce

Domain name registration and server support

Usenet newsleed

Pocket liltering

On-site CPE instanation

Select Premier
eo eo

optional eo
eo eo
eo eo
eo eO
eo eo
eo eo
eo eo
eo eo
eo eo

n/a eo
optional eo
optional eo
optional eo
optional optional

The e.spire team is firmly committed to supporting our customers' "internetworking" needs as their environments
evolve. Additional comprehensive managed services are available for establishing and maintaining global Internet access
and secure Internet/Intranet connectivity. e.spire leverages communications technologies and services so customers can
focus on their core business competencies.

For more information on e.spire Managed Internet Access, or any of our other voice, data or Internet services.

contact e.spire at 1-888-6espire.
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